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in the pepper industry, currently enjoys a circulation in excess 
of 1,000 copies per issue. Starting this year, all the articles in 
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Pepper Board and its editorial board will not be responsible for any 
error arising from using this information.



On July 15, 2011 Malaysian Pepper Board was given the honor to host the Ministry of Plantation Industries 
& Commodities (MPIC)’s Monthly Assembly at a hotel in Kuching. The event  was attended by the Minister 
of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC), the Honourable Tan Sri Bernard Dompok, the Secretary 
General of the Ministry, Datin Paduka Nurmala Abdul Rahim, the Directors General and Chief Executives of 
all agencies and councils under MPIC together with officers from the ministry.  

In his speech, the Honourable Minister urged all employees to keep good work ethics and continually strive 
to improve delivery system through innovation and transformation in order to realize the spirit of “1Malaysia 
Concept: People First, Performance Now”.  At the same function, the Honourable Minister also launched the 
“Smile Campaign” at the ministerial level. He asserted that the quality excellence, high service excellence and 
high productivity can be achieved if every staff and officers of MPIC show sincerity in their work.

The Honourable Minister of 
MPIC beating the gong to 
launch the “Smile Campaign” 
at the ministerial level.
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Foreword

 MPIC’S MONTHLY ASSEMBLY 
VOL.2/2011 

(From left to right): 
Secretary General 
of MPIC, The 
Honourable 
Minister of MPIC 
and Director 
General of MPB 
singing the 
national anthem 
during the monthly 
assembly MPIC.
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 “NGILING TIKAI” 
Ceremony

Malaysian Pepper Board organized a “Ngiling 

Tikai” ceremony on 14 July, 2011 in conjunction 

with the MPIC’s Monthly Assembly on 15 July, 

2011 at a hotel in Kuching to mark the end of the 

2011 Gawai Dayak festival. The ceremony was 

graced by the presence of the Honourable Tan 

Sri Bernard Dompok, Minister of the Ministry of 

Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC), 

and was attended by the Honourable Tan Sri 

Dr. James Jemut Masing, Minister of Land 

Development, the Honourable Datuk Alexander 

Nanta Linggi, Chairman of the Malaysian Pepper 

Board and several other dignitaries.  

The ceremony was organized in recognition 

of  the Gawai celebrations among the Dayak 

community and to further strengthen friendship 

relations among staff under MPIC in line with the 

1Malaysia concept. The ceremony witnessed the 

performance of the dance from the various Dayak 

cultural groups of the Ibans, Bidayuhs, and Orang 

Ulu as well as 1Malaysia performances by Tun 

Jugah Cultural Foundation, Kuching. The event 

also included several Gawai festive rituals such 

as “Ngetas Ranyai”, “Ngirup Ai Pengayu” and 

“Ngiling Tikai”. 

The Honourable Minister of MPIC (3rd from left) 
mark the closing of “Ngiling Tikai” Ceremony.

“Ngirup Ai Pengayu” Ceremony.



INTERNATIONAL PEPPER 
COMMUNITY MEETING 2011

The 39th session of the International Pepper Community (IPC) meeting held in Mataram, 
Lombok, Indonesia was attended by seven officers from Malaysian Pepper Board (MPB), 
together with two officers from the Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC) 
and Department of Agriculture Sarawak. The session/meeting was conducted from 22 - 26 
November 2011 at Sheraton Senggigi Beach Resort and hosted by the Ministry of Trade, 
Government of Indonesia.

The theme for this year IPC meeting is “Global Strategy and Innovation for Sustainable 
Pepper Production, Prices and Quality” and it was officiated by Gusmardi Bustami, Director 
General of the International Trade Cooperation of the Indonesian Trade Ministry. The 
participants consisted of government officials, scientists and leading exporters of pepper 
and other spices from IPC member countries such as Brazil, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Sri Lanka and Vietnam. Besides that, officials / trade representatives from other producing 
and consuming countries as well as other international organisations also participated in the 
session.

Among the main issues discussed and addressed during this yearly global pepper 
conference were issues related to sustainable pepper supply, quality and trade. Findings from 
research and development activities and problems faced by pepper farmers from the IPC 
member countries are among the agenda being presented and discussed in addition to insight 
on the current demand and future trend as well as world pepper consumption.

During the five-day event in Lombok, a total of seven meetings and two sessions were 
conducted, followed by a field visit. Apart from bringing together pepper production and 
trading experts, IPC meeting also offers the delegates/participants to have updates on the 
latest development and outlook of the world pepper industry as well as strengthen existing 
partnerships and develop new contacts in the world pepper and spice trade.

Delegates from Malaysia, Indonesia and Sri Lanka. ( MPB was represented by its Director General, 
Mr. Grunsin Ayom, Mr. Larry Sait Muling, Mr. Vincent Sawat, Mr. Zehnder Jarroop, 

Augustine Joseph Bunchol, Mr. Lau Ee Tiing and Ms. Angela Tida).
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1ST INDONESIAN 
SPICES CONGRESS 2011

The 1st Indonesian Spices Congress 2011 
was held from 18 – 20 November 2011 at Jakarta 
Convention Centre and Malaysian Pepper Board 
(MPB) was invited to attend the congress. The 
invitation was proposed by Indonesia under bilateral 
cooperation between both countries for the pepper 
sector which was held in Kuching in year 2011.   The 
congress was attended by European and Asian 
spices importers, international spices organizations, 
food and beverages industrial players, food industry 
executives and legislators. 

Republic of Indonesia which comprised of more 
than 17,000 islands is well known as Island of Spices, 
possessed about 30,000 biodiversities whereby 
1,200 species have been identified as spices plants.  
From these, 15% have been cultivated commercially 
and the rest are grown as wild spices plants.  Spices 
commodities are categorized in three (3) groups in 
Indonesia, which are:

a)  Main spices crops – e.g. nutmeg, pepper, 
clove, cinnamon, ginger and cashew

b)  Developing spices crops – e.g. vanilla, 
sesame, turmeric, cardamom and sweet 
fennel. 

c) Potential spices crops – e.g. Aloe Vera and 
Eurycoma longifolia (Tongkat Ali)

In Indonesia, pepper is cultivated in Lampung, 
Bangka Belitung, East Kalimantan, South East 
Sulawesi, South Sumatera and West Kalimantan with 
total estimated planting area of more than 200,000 
hectares.  Nevertheless, issues such as planting 
material quality and diseases are several of the major 
concerns of pepper farmers in Indonesia as well as 
other pepper producing countries.  

Indonesians with diverse culture and tradition 
use spices not just as seasonings, but also diversified 

Registration of participants.
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Visitors at the exhibition booths.

the spices application in the non-food products such 
as in beauty and spa treatment products. Most of 
these products were displayed during the exhibition 
which can be categorized as value-added spices 
products.  Apart from that, the “jamu” drink which is 
famous in Indonesia was also promoted to visitors 
and participants of the congress. It is well known that 
“Jamu” is an integrated health system perfected by 
the people of the island of Java in Indonesia whereby 
through modern technologies, it is also available in 
pill or powder form.

The 1st Indonesian Spices Congress 2011 
highlighted new findings and various use of spices 
especially in food and non-food sector which have 
been commercialized in Indonesia.  Suffice to say 
that global demand of spices will increase in the 
future especially in the food and non-food industry as 
more health benefits from spices are to be explored.  
Apart from that, consumers’ awareness towards 
leading a healthy lifestyle and the trend of going 
back to nature will also contribute to the increase in 
demand.   

MPB staff, 
Mr. Vincent Sawat 
in a discussion with 
an exhibitor.  
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MALAYSIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
COMMODITIES 
CONfERENCE AND 
SHOWCASE 2011

Malaysia Agro Exposition 
Park Serdang (MAEPS) 
once again bustled with the 
visitors and government 
agencies for three-day  firmly 
on the expo site for the ibition 
and Conference Malaysia 
(Malaysia International 
Commodities Conference 
and Showcase (MICCOS) 
from 28 - 30 October 2011.

The opening ceremony 
which was held on 29 October 
2011 and officiated by YAB 
Tan Sri Dato’ Haji Muhyiddin 
Bin Mohd. Yassin, Deputy 
Prime Minister of Malaysia 
drew a crowd of around 6000 
guests.  

The exhibition was 
organized as a platform to 
showcase various products 
and commodities of the 
plantation sectors include 
palm oil, timber, rubber, 
cocoa, pepper, tobacco and 
kenaf, which can provide 
many business opportunities 
as embodied in the theme 
“Creating Wealth through 
Innovation”.

It was estimated 20,000 
visitors from outside and 
within the country were 

YAB Tan Sri Dato’ Haji Muhyiddin Bin Mohd. Yassin launching the 
pepper perfume ‘IMPIAN’.
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attracted to Malaysian Pepper Board (MPB)’s pavilion. MPB received encouraging feedback from visitors 
especially the smallholders who wish to grow pepper as this commodity has potential in the future due to 
steady increase in the demand in the world market.

A total of 40 specially selected pepper smallholders accompanied by MPB’s officer, Mr. Gura Langgong 
visited the exhibition to enhance their understanding and exposure to pepper innovations. This trip gave them 
exposure to the latest technology.

Among the activities held during the exhibition were cooking demonstrations, food tasting and sales of 
pepper-based products. Besides that, visitors were encouraged to participate in a simple quiz and those who 
answered correctly were given gifts in the form of pepper cuttings and pepper products. Those activities aimed 
to create greater awareness to visitors on the benefit and potential for pepper.

The highlight of MPB in MICCOS 2011 was the launching of MPB innovative product – pepper perfume. 
At the event, YAB Tan Sri Dato’ Haji Muhyiddin Bin Mohd. Yassin witnessed by other VIPs, launched a new 
perfume which he named “IMPIAN”.

The Minister of MPIC, 
YB Tan Sri Bernard 
Giluk Dompok launched 
pepper product by 
Goa Taste Trading.

MPB’s staff briefed the visitor during the exhibition.
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Launching Ceremony of 
 MPB’S STEAM TREATMENT 

PLANT IN SIBU
The launching of the Malaysian Pepper Board 

(MPB)’s Steam Treatment Plant in Sibu was officiated 
by the Minister of Malaysian Plantation Industry and 
Commodity (MPIC), the Honourable Tan Sri Bernard 
Giluk Dompok on 8 November 2011.

The ceremony was attended by more than 500 
guests. Among the distinguished guests were the 

Assistant Minister of Modernisation of Agriculture 
Sarawak, YB Datuk Mong Dagang, and YB Datuk 
Billy Abit Joo, the Member of the Parliament for Hulu 
Rajang who is also the Chairman of Malaysian Rubber 
Export Promotion Council as well as respective 
department and community heads, industry players 
and pepper farmers.

In his welcoming address the 
Honourable Datuk Alexander Nanta 
Linggi thank the government for 
the assistance given to pepper 
farmers. The Honourable Minister, 
Tan Sri Bernard Giluk Dompok, in 
his speech encouraged farmers to 
diligently maintain and expand their 
pepper garden as pepper is now a 
good income provider.

This Steam Treatment Plant, 
the second one owned by MPB is 
capable of producing pepper that 
is meeting the quality requirements 
by the most stringent food safety 
standards. It has the capacity of 
processing approximately 2000kg 
of pepper per hour.

The Honourable Tan Sri visiting the plant. The Honourable Tan Sri was briefed by the engineer.
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LOCAL MARKET

In the second half of 2011, both black pepper and white pepper prices were 

firmer. Prices opening at RM13,630/tonne for black pepper and RM22,250/tonne 

for white pepper in early July moved up in tandem with the bullish sentiment in the 

world market. Local exporters were reported to be buying at high prices in order to 

fulfil commitments to regular overseas’ buyers. Farmers were a bit cautious and only 

released small quantities at every price hike in the hope that the price would go up 

further. Both black and white pepper prices ended the year at RM15,600/tonne and 

RM24,850/tonne respectively.  

In 2011, Malaysia exported a total of 14,201 tonnes of black and white pepper. Main 

export destinations were Japan, China, Republic of Korea and Taiwan.  

OVERSEAS MARKET

At the International level, pepper prices for both black and white pepper had been 

creeping upwards on light trading. The opening prices for black pepper and white 

pepper were quoted at US$6,725/tonne C&F New York and US$9,200/tonne C&F 

Rotterdam in early July. No aggressive offers were reported from Indonesia despite 

the ongoing harvest. Reports on lower crops expected from Indonesia and Brazil 

as well as depleting carryover stocks in main producing countries attributed to the 

increase in prices. Farmers were still withholding unto their stocks expecting higher 

prices.  Overseas’ buyers were buying hand to mouth at prevailing prices as they were 

hoping for further decline in prices but this turned out to be futile making holders of 

low priced contracts nervous. However,  by the end of October due to lack of activity 

and combined with the currency crisis in Europe the price rally took a breath. Small 

transactions were reported at the closing of 2011 due to refusal to carry heavy stocks 

as most of the buyers in Europe and the United States, were on year-end holidays. 

Pepper prices for black pepper ended at US$7,497/tonne C&F New York and 

 US$10,300/tonne C&F Rotterdam in late December.

MARKET OUTLOOK

Pepper market looks to remain firm over the coming months due to declining arrivals in 

the market. Should crops developments in the main pepper producing countries turn out 

to be more severe than expected, an increase in demand could further pull the prices 

upwards.   
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• LOCAL MARKET

Pepper Prices in Kuching, Sarawak
Monthly Average in Ringgit Malaysia per Tonne (July-December 2011)

Pepper Prices in New York, London and Singapore
Monthly Average in USD per Tonne (July-December 2011)

• OVERSEAS MARKET
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• LOCAL MARKET

Pepper Prices in Kuching, Sarawak
Monthly Average in Ringgit Malaysia per Tonne (July-December 2011)

Country of Destination and Market Share
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MAJLIS PENYERAHAN BANTUAN KEPADA 
PEKEBUN KECIL LADA DI DEWAN 

KAMPUNG PUTATON DAN LAWATAN KE 
KEBUN ENCIK CHARLES LAJANGKIP DI 

DAERAH PENAMPANG, SABAH

Sebahagian daripada hadirin dan pekebun-pekebun 
kecil lada di Putaton, Sabah.

YB Menteri berucap sempena Majlis Penyerahan 
Bantuan kepada Pekebun Kecil Lada di Sabah.

Majlis Penyerahan Bantuan 

Pekebun Kecil Lada telah diadakan 

di Dewan Kampung Putaton, 

Daerah Penampang, Sabah 

pada 29 Disember 2011. Majlis 

penyerahan bantuan tersebut 

telah disempurnakan oleh Yang 

Berhormat Tan Sri Bernard Giluk 

Dompok, Menteri Perusahaan 

Perladangan Dan Komoditi (MPIC) 

merangkap Ahli Parlimen Kawasan 

Penampang.

Dianggarkan seramai 200 orang dari Kampung Putaton dan kawasan sekitarnya telah menghadiri majlis 

tersebut. Majlis tersebut turut dihadiri oleh Yang Berhormat Datuk Alexander Nanta Linggi, Pengerusi Lembaga 

Lada Malaysia (MPB);  Yang Berhormat Datuk Donald Peter Mojuntin, Pembantu Menteri Kewangan Negeri 

YB Menteri bersama YB Datuk Pengerusi dan Ketua Pengarah MPB 
melawat ke gerai SaraSpice.
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YB Menteri menyerahkan keratan lada kepada 
penerima bantuan sebagai tanda simbolik.

YB Menteri dan rombongan melawat ke kebun milik 
En. Charles Lajangkip.

Sabah; Encik Grunsin Ayom, Ketua Pengarah Lembaga Lada Malaysia, Dr. Lee Choon Hui, Ketua Pengarah 

Lembaga Koko Malaysia (LKM), ahli-ahli lembaga pengarah  dan wakil-wakil agensi serta jabatan kerajaan. 

Lima orang pekebun kecil lada dari Daerah Penampang telah dipilih oleh pihak MPB untuk menerima bantuan 

keratan lada. Sebagai simbolik penyerahan bantuan tersebut, setiap pekebun telah menerima sebanyak 50 

keratan lada. Pihak MPB juga turut menjalankan aktiviti pameran berkenaan penanaman lada dan jualan 

produk SaraSpice sepanjang majlis tersebut berlangsung.

Selepas majlis tersebut, Yang Berhormat Tan Sri Bernard Giluk Dompok dan Yang Berhormat Datuk Alexander 

Nanta Linggi diiringi oleh Ketua Pengarah MPB, Ketua Pengarah LKM serta pegawai-pegawai kanan MPB 

untuk melawat kebun lada milik Encik Charles Lajangkip yang terletak kira-kira 3km dari Dewan Kampung 

Putaton. Yang Berhormat Tan Sri Bernard Giluk Dompok turut  menanam sepokok lada di kebun Encik Charles 

Lajangkip sebagai simbolik lawatan beliau ke kebun berkenaan.
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Majlis TakliMaT Penanaman 
Getah, Koko dan Lada di Kota Marudu, Sabah

Majlis Taklimat Penanaman Getah, Koko dan Lada 

telah diadakan pada 18 Ogos 2011 dan bertempat 

di Dewan Komuniti Kota Marudu, Sabah. Majlis 

tersebut telah dirasmikan oleh Yang Berhormat 

Datuk Seri Dr. Maximus Johnity Ongkili, Menteri  

Sains Teknologi dan Inovasi Malaysia (MOSTI) 

merangkap Ahli Dewan Parlimen Kota Marudu. 

Majlis anjuran bersama Kementerian Perusahaan 

Perladangan dan Komoditi (MPIC) dan Pejabat 

Perhubungan Ahli Parlimen Kota Marudu ini telah 

dihadiri oleh 300 pekebun dari kawasan sekitar Kota 

Marudu. Majlis taklimat tersebut berjalan dengan 

lancar dan mendapat sambutan hangat daripada 

para pekebun di mana mereka menggunakan 

peluang tersebut untuk bertanya pelbagai soalan 

dan menyuarakan pendapat serta cadangan kepada 

agensi berkaitan. 

Wakil pihak MPB, iaitu Cik Asmah Morshidi 

dari Bahagian Pembangunan Pengeluaran dan 

Usahawan Tani dan Encik Gura Langgong dari 

Pusat Latihan dan Pengembangan Lada juga turut 

menyampaikan ceramah sempena majlis tersebut. 

Selain daripada penyampaian taklimat, agensi-

agensi lain juga mengadakan sesi pameran bagi 

mempromosikan tanaman dan produk masing-

masing. Majlis tersebut selesai sekitar pukul 3.00 

petang dan pihak penganjur dengan murah hatinya 

memberikan cenderahati kepada agensi-agensi 

yang hadir untuk menyampaikan taklimat sekaligus 

menjayakan objektif penganjuran majlis taklimat ini.

Para pekebun memberi 
tumpuan kepada taklimat yang 
disampaikan oleh penceramah.

Yang Berhormat  Datuk Seri 
Dr. Maximus Johnity Ongkili 

menyampaikan ucapan perasmian.



(july – December 2011)

MPB’s VISITORS 

MONTH OF JULY - DECEMBER 2011

18 July 2011 German Study Group Series (Diethelm Travel)

25 July 2011 No Quarter TV Crew
 

8 August 2011 German Study Group Series (Diethelm Travel)

23 August 2011 Borneo Adventure Travel

20 September 2011 Faculty of Agriculture And Food Science, Universiti Putra 
Malaysia

23 September 2011 Faculty of Engineering, Politeknik Kuching

28 September 2011 Board Members, National Kenaf and Tobacco Board

22 November 2011 International Institute of Plantation Management (IIPM)

MPB’s VISITORS
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Upcoming Events

MPB’s VISITORS

Organized by the Spices Board India, the 11th World Spice Congress will be held from 9 - 11 February 
2012 at The Westin Pune Koregaon Park, Pune, Maharashtra, India. The congress intends to deliberate 
on the theme “Sustainability and Food Safety - Global Initiatives”, setting the momentum for a 
direction – which will have long lasting effects on the way we do business. Eminent speakers will come 
together to share their experiences and expertise to lay down the right path to secure a sustainable 
future for the industry. The business sessions are structured to analyze the issues threadbare and to 
comprehend and recommend steps to resolve them in the best possible and pragmatic manner. 
The World Spice Congress Exhibition being held alongside the business session venue is a sparkling 
sidelight adding value to this global convergence of stakeholders of the global spice industry.  The 
exhibition will showcase capacities and capabilities of the spice companies to prospective clients.  
Source: http://www.worldspicecongress.com

The 37th International Food and Beverage Exhibition also known as FOODEX JAPAN 2012 will be held from 
6 - 9 Mac 2012 at Makuhari Messe, Japan. Organized by Japan Management Association, it is the largest 
food and beverage show in the Asia Pacific and at the same time it is a platform for face-to-face interaction for 
exhibitors and buyers from the manufacturing, retail, intermediate distribution and food service industries. It 
offers unrivalled opportunity for exhibitors and visitors alike to access the international and Japanese markets.  
Source: http://www3.jma.or.jp/foodex/en/index.html

Hosted by the Ministry of International Trade & Industry (MITI) and organized by the Malaysia External 
Trade Development Corporation (MATRADE), the 9th Malaysia International Halal Showcase (MIHAS) will 
be held in Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre, KLCC from 4 - 7 April 2012. With the theme, “Empowering 
The Global Halal Market”, MIHAS 2012 is the focal point for halal industry stakeholders to experience a 
wide-ranging products and services selection, outstanding networking and business matching programme, 
thought-provoking trade dialogues and seminars, activities by exhibitors as well as product testing and 
showcases. This annual trade fair which is held on the second quarter of the year is a convenient and 
effective one-stop centre for a variety of halal products and services ready to fulfil your needs; from food to 
non-food, personal care, pharmaceuticals and services in finance, logistics and packaging among others.
Source: http://www.mihas.com.my




