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Foreword......
The Malaysian Pepper Industry Bulletin is published biannually by 
Malaysian Pepper Board since 1975. Prepared for the benefit of its 
individuals and organizations involved with the pepper industry, 
the bulletin which focuses on review of developments in the pepper 
industry, currently enjoys a circulation in excess of 1,500 copies per 
issue. All the articles in this bulletin are published in English Language.

It is our intention to continuously improve the quality of this 
publication so as to enhance its usefulness. Towards this end, we 
welcome suggestions and contribution of articles from our readers. All 
contributed articles, if published will be duly acknowledged.

Datuk Alexander Nanta Linggi
Member of Parliament
Chairman
Malaysian Pepper Board

Disclaimer: Information in this bulletin is based on reliable data, published in good faith to give 
an overview of the market trend and other related events. Material in this bulletin may with 
due acknowledgement be reproduced either wholly or in part. Malaysian Pepper Board and its 
editorial board will not be responsible for any error arising from using this information.
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The 40th Annual Session of the
            International Pepper Community (IPC)

The 40th Annual Session of the 
International Pepper Community (IPC) 

was held from 30 October - 2 November 
2012 at Mount Lavinia Hotel, Colombo, Sri 
Lanka. This Global Pepper Conference 2012 
was hosted by the Government of Sri Lanka 
and jointly organized by the International 
Pepper Community, Department of Export 
Agriculture and the Spice Council of Sri 
Lanka. The meeting was officially inaugurated 
by the Chief Guest Honourable Basil 
Raja Paksha, the Minister of Economic 
Development, Government of Sri Lanka.

Delegates consisting of government officials, 
scientists, leading exporters of pepper and 
other spices from IPC member countries as 
well as trade representatives from major 
producing and consuming countries 
participated in the session. The delegation 

MPB’s Director General, Mr. Grunsin Ayom (third from left) 
was honoured as the chairman for the Business Session

Some of the Malaysian delegates during the 20th
Pepperexim Meeting

Department of Agriculture Sarawak (DOA). 
The Malaysia delegation was led by Ms. Chong 
Oi Ping, Principal Assistant Secretary from 
MPIC. MPB was represented by its Director 
General, Mr. Grunsin Ayom; Senior Director 
of Trading and Engineering Division, Mr. 
Othman Sajili; Senior Director of Marketing 
Development and Commercialization, Mr. 
Larry Sait Muling; Assistant Director of 
Research and Development, Mr. Zehnder 
Jarroop and Research Officer, Mr. Yap Chin 
Ann. MPB’s Director General, Mr. Grunsin 
Ayom was given the honour to chair the 
Business Session while Ms. Chong Oi Ping 
was elected as the chairman for the 40th 
Head of Delegation Executive Meeting.

Five meetings and two sessions were 
conducted during the four-day event. This 
annual meeting has provided opportunity 
for the participants to deliberate on various 
issues related to trade, research, quality and 
the latest development of the world pepper 
industry as well as providing an avenue to 
improve business relationship among the 
pepper producing countries in the world. The 
41st session of IPC is expected to be held in 
Malaysia in 2013.

from Malaysia comprised five officers 
from Malaysian Pepper Board (MPB), five 
individuals from the private sector and one 
officer each from the Ministry of Plantation 
Industries and Commodities (MPIC) and the 
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An International Workshop cum 
Demonstration on Controlling Pests and 
Diseases on Black Pepper was held in Ho 

Chi Minh City, Vietnam on 7 - 8 August 2012. 
and jointly organized by IPC (International 
Pepper Community), Institute of Agricultural 
Science for Southern Vietnam (IAS) and 
Vietnamese Pepper Association (VPA). It 
was held at the IAS headquarters and was 
attended by delegates from five IPC member 
countries such as Malaysia, Indonesia, India, 
Sri Lanka and Vietnam. With a total harvested 
area reaching 45,000 hectares and the 
production reaching 110,000 tons in 2011, 
Vietnam is currently the top producer of black 
pepper in the world. Hence, this workshop 
had also provided the opportunity for the 
delegates to visit the Vietnamese pepper 
farms and learned regarding black pepper 
farm management and crop protection. 
Malaysian Pepper Board (MPB) was 
represented by Mr. Langgi Chaling (head of 
delegates) and Miss Angela Tida (Research 
Officer), as well as three pepper farmers, Mr. 
Tambie Ak Philip from Betong, Mr. Anthony 
Ak Sangin from Julau and Mr. Steward Ak 
Mandeng from Serian.

This workshop served as an interface 
between scientists, farmers and extension 
workers with three specific objectives, which 
are; addressing the correct identification of 
the diseases and recommending appropriate 
diseases and control measures, demonstration 
and diagnostics for virus diseases and their 

International Workshop cum  Demonstration on 
Controlling Pests & Diseases  on Black Pepper

Opening speech by the Executive Director of
IPC, Mr. Subramanian Kannan

The Malaysian delegates (from left to right): Ms. Angela 
Tida, Mr. Tambie Ak Philip, Mr. Anthony Ak Sangin, Mr. 
Steward Ak Mandeng and Mr. Langgi Chaling (head of 

delegates)

A visit to Vietspices Company Limited
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management, as well as providing interaction 
among the farmers, scientists and extensional 
workers right in the farm or holdings to 
ensure a better appraisal on IPM/IDM 
technologies. The opening speech was 
delivered by the Executive Director of IPC, Mr. 
Subramanian Kannan, followed by speeches 
from the Director General of IAS, Professor 
Bui Chi Buu and the Deputy Chairman of 
VPA, Mdm. Truong Thi Thong. The keynote 
paper was presented by Dr. Muthusamy 
Anandaraj, Director of Indian Institute of 
Spices Research (IISR), Kerala, India. His paper 
addressed regarding the major and minor 
pests and diseases management in black 
pepper, especially on Phytophthora and virus 
diseases. The other papers were presented 
by representatives from IAS, followed by an 
outstanding farmer in Vietnam, Mr. Nguyen 
Van Queo, who is also a successful 
entrepreneur. Subsequently, a discussion 
session was held in which each of the 
representatives from IPC member country 
shared their problems, knowledge and 
experiences in handling pests and diseases. 
Afterwards, the delegates visited two black 
pepper processing plants, KSS and Phu Sinh 
Corporation in Binh Duong Province.

A visit to pepper gardens in Ba Ria Vung Tau Province

On the second day of the workshop, the 
delegates/ participants get to see closely 
pepper holdings in Ba Ria Vung Tau, a three 
hour bus ride from Ho Chi Minh city. Most of 
the pepper holdings plant their pepper up to 
15 feet on live supports and intercropped with 
coffee. Cultivated varieties are mainly Vinl 
Linh and Tieu Se (Tieu Cua) with an 
unprocessed bulk density of more than 
520g/L. Farmers in this area apply low rate of 
organic fertilizer such as cow dung and use 
micro-sprinkler to water the pepper vines 
especially during dry season.

This international workshop has provide a 
valuable opportunity to the participants to 
gain and exchange information for the mutual 
benefits and sustainable pepper development 
among IPC member countries.

Workshop participants from Vietnam, Malaysia, India,
Sri Lanka and Cambodia



Planting material and nursery technique
used in Madagascar

A Trip to Madagascar

The International Pepper Community 
(IPC) member countries now 
contribute to almost 90% of the 

world pepper production and exports 
while the remaining 10% production 
are produced by the smaller producing 
countries which include Thailand, 
Cambodia, Madagascar etc. Attempts have 
been made to get other smaller producing 
countries to join IPC as a member. The IPC 
secretariat is continuously communicating 
and approaching concerned government 
agencies and officials of the other pepper 
producing countries to join IPC.

In order to expand IPC membership 
expeditiously, a team of pepper experts 
consist of IPC Executive Director, Mr. 
Subramaniam Kanan, as the leader, Mr. 
Yap Chin Ann (Malaysia), Mr. Vajira 
Narampanawa (Sri Lanka), Mr. W.D.L 

Gunarathe (Sri Lanka), and Mr. Varghese 
Bijo (India) had travelled to Madagascar 
from 9 - 17 July 2012. The main objectives 
of the trip are to meet up with the key 
personnel, to visit premises and farm, as 
well as to obtain information on pepper 
for promoting, harmonizing, and 
coordinating all activities related to the 
pepper economy with a view to achieve 
IPC’s vision and mission.

During the visit, a meeting was conducted 
among Ministers from the Ministry of 
Agriculture and the Ministry of Trade, 
the President of Farmers’ Co-operatives 
Associate, pepper exporters and 
consultant to discuss the membership of 
Madagascar to IPC and to brief them on 
the current programmes and activities 
undertaken by IPC and its member 
countries.

Mix cropping system

Mono cropping system
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Planting material and nursery technique
used in Madagascar

Besides that, farm visit were also 
conducted during the exploratory visit. 
The farm visit aims to determine the 
technology and culture practice used 
in pepper cultivation as well as pepper 
products developed. Based on this 
observation, Madagascar’s economy is 
essentially agricultural; however, much 
of the land is unsuitable for cultivation 
because of its mountainous terrain and 
inadequate and/or irregular rainfall. 
Madagascar produces quite a number 
of spices. The major spices that are 
of importance in the country export 
economy are cinnamon, clove, cardamom 
and pepper. Pepper is ranked as the fourth 
most important agricultural export earner 
after coffee, vanilla and clove. Madagascar 
pepper exports in 2010 amounted to 1,864 
tons, valued at $4.6 million.

In Madagascar, the acreage under pepper 
crop is approximately 100 hectares. Pepper 
is largely grown in Manakara, Mananjary, 
Sambirano, Nosy Be and Ambanja districts. 
Due to time constrain, the exploratory 
farm visit was only focused on the 
Manakara and Mananjary districts which 
are located about 750km and 950km 
from its capital city (Antananarivo) 
respectively. During the farm visit, it is 
difficult to assess the potential yield area 
thoroughly as pure pepper cultivations are 
scanty. In Madagascar, pepper cultivation 
is exclusively carried out by smallholder 
farmers with average farm size of 0.2 ha.

Based on the findings of this exploratory 
visit, Madagascar is a potential associate 
member of IPC. In conjunction with the 
40th session and meeting of IPC at Sri 
Lanka on 30 October 2012, Madagascar 
was invited by IPC to participate in 
the meeting to further understand the 
programs and activities undertaken by 
pepper producing countries.

Usage of cinnamon waste as fertilizer

Manual separation of berries from pepper spike

Manual selection of miscellaneous matter
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NATIONAL COMMODITY ENTREPRENEURS AND 
SMALLHOLDERS CONFERENCE 2012

The highlight of this conference was the 
awards giving ceremony to smallholders 
and commodity entrepreneurs officiated 
by the Honourable Tan Sri Bernard 
Dompok, Minister of the Ministry of 
Plantation Industries and Commodities. 
The award for pepper industry was won 
by to TR. Jepun Ak Lamit from Sg. Masit, 
Julau, Sarawak. He received a trophy, a 
certificate and RM1000 in cash. This was 
another historical achievement as he 
was the second award recipient from 
that community. Mr. Lanak Ak Ramba, a 
successful pepper farmer was the first 
recipient of the same award presented at 
the Malaysian International Commodity 
Conference and Showcase (MICCOS) 2007.

The Ministry of Plantation Industries 
and Commodities (MPIC) Malaysia 
has declared the month of October 

2012 as the Commodity Month. Therefore, 
several activities and programmes have 
been planned in conjunction with it. One 
of the programmes organized was the 
National Commodity Entrepreneurs and 
Smallholders Conference which involved 
all of the agencies under MPIC. The 
conference was held at Malacca 
International Trade Centre (MTIC), Malaysia 
on 2 October 2012.

The conference was attended by 
1,000 smallholders and commodity 
entrepreneurs from all over Malaysia. 
Malaysian Pepper Board (MPB) managed 
to gather 100 pepper farmers to take part 
in this event. The programme focused 
mainly on the presentation of working 
papers by MPIC officers and agencies. The 
conference was divided into two sessions, 
namely the plenary and the commodity 
based sessions. Concurrently, exhibition 
booths were also set up to promote 
commodity-based products.

The Honourable Tan Sri Bernard Dompok
officiating the Conference, and witnessed by the

Honourable Chairman of MPB, Datuk Alexander
Nanta Linggi and Secretary General of MPIC,

Datin Paduka Nurmala

The Honourable Minister delivering his speech
during the Conference

TR. Jepun Ak Lamit receiving the award in the
Pepper Category from the Minister of Plantation

Industries and Commodities
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Award recipients from all commodities under MPIC

There were four papers presented during 
the commodity based sessions: “Trend 
and Global Market Demand of pepper 
and Market Prospects of Value-added 
Pepper” by Miss Catherine Umbit (Director 
from MPB Trading Division), “Research 
and Development in Pepper Industry” by 
Mdm. Kho Pei Ee (MPB Research Officer)’ 
“Pepper-based Product Development” by  
Mr. Augustine Joseph Bunchol (MPB Food 
Technologist) and “Successful story” 
by Mr. Polson Ak Seria, a successful 
pepper farmer cum entrepreneur from 
Serian, Sarawak. This informative session 
received encouraging and highly positive 
feedbacks from the group especially 
the smallholders and entrepreneur from 
Peninsular Malaysia who wish to grow 
pepper as they see great potential in this 
commodity.

After the conference, the farmers, 
particularly those from Sabah and Sarawak 
were brought on a tour to a pepper farm 
in Johor. Generally, the conference has 
achieved its objectives by providing a 
platform for the target group and also 
enabling them to meet and exchange 
ideas, therefore creating partnership and 
networking among the group.

Datuk Alexander Nanta Linggi, Chairman of MPB
delivering his speech during the commodity based sessions

The participants at the Pepper Commodity Session

The Honourable Minister at the exhibition booth
to promote pepper-based products



MAHA International 2012

Malaysia Agriculture, Horticulture and Agro 
Tourism Show or better known as MAHA 

International, a 10-day biennial event is the leading 
agricultural exhibition in Malaysia. Being the 
largest and most comprehensive agricultural event 
in the ASEAN region, it has also been listed as one 
of the global agro-exhibition. This truly significant 
event, hosted by the Government of Malaysia 
and the Ministry of Agriculture and Agro-Based 
Industry was held at the Malaysia Agro Exposition 
Park Serdang (MAEPS), Selangor Darul Ehsan from 
23 November – 2 December 2012. It was cordially 
officiated by the Honourable Prime Minister of 
Malaysia, Dato’ Sri Mohd Najib Bin Tun Haji Abdul 
Razak.

MAHA International 2012 themed “Agricultural 
Transformation Through Innovation” was in 
line with the country’s aspiration to transform 
agriculture into agribusiness aimed to create new 
opportunities and sources of wealth. Besides 
drawing local exhibitors’ participation, there were 
also overseas exhibitors from Indonesia, Singapore, 
Korea, Japan, Brazil, Uzbekistan, Arab League 
countries and the Middle East. The turnout of the 
exhibition has managed to attract approximately 
3.14 million visitors and recorded RM24 million 
in sale transactions, thus exceeded its record of 
2.66 million visitors and sale transactions of RM23 
million in 2010. 

Being the leading agency for the national pepper 
industry and one of the agencies under the Ministry 
of Plantation Industries and Commodity (MPIC), 
Malaysian Pepper Board (MPB) took part as an 
exhibitor to promote the Malaysian Pepper Industry. 
Among the objectives of MPB participation in the 
exhibition are to disseminate useful information, 
giving exposure to smallholders, students and the 
public pertaining to pepper processing technology 
at farm level, specifications of the various pepper 
grades, R&D innovations and to promote the use 
of pepper based products amongst the visitors.

Three SMEs under the patronage of MPB also 
took part to promote their products, namely Faiza 
Marketing Sdn. Bhd. (Johor), Onlyone Zuza Food 
Industries Sdn. Bhd. (Kedah) and Nasuha Enterprise 
Sdn. Bhd. (Kuala Lumpur). Among other activities 
at the booth were the selling of Saraspice (MPB 
retail brand) products, cooking demonstrations 
and food tasting of pepper based products.

MPB’s Director General, Mr. Grunsin Ayom (right) 
welcoming the Honourable Deputy Chief Minister of 
Sarawak, Datuk Patinggi Tan Sri Alfred Jabu Anak 

Numpang at MPB’s booth

Cooking demonstration at the booth

Visitors flocking MPB’s booth
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Dialogue with Malaysian Pepper Exporters 2012

The dialogue with Malaysian Pepper 
Exporters 2012 which was organized 
by the Market Development and 

Commercialization Division of Malaysian 
Pepper Board (MPB) was held on 23 October 
2012 at Merdeka Palace Hotel, Kuching, 
Sarawak. A total of 60 pepper industry 
players participated in this program which 
involved pepper exporters, SMEs and 
potential entrepreneurs.

The main objective of this dialogue is to 
engage the industry players (exporters) and 
gather feedback for future policy formulations 
and to chart onto the future directions and 
strategies in order for the Malaysian industry 
to remain competitive and continue to 
improve its contribution to the national 
economy.

There were two papers presented during the 
program. The first paper entitled “Overview 
of Goods and Services Tax (GST) in Malaysia” 
was presented by Mr. Tan Sim Kiat, Deputy 
Director of the Royal Malaysian Customs 
Department. His paper addresses the 
introduction of GST, the implementation of 

GST method in Malaysia and the impact of 
GST on public, businesses as well as 
economy. The second paper was presented 
by Mdm. Jenny George, Director of Licensing, 
Enforcement and Grading of MPB with the 
topic of “Malaysian Pepper Board (Grading) 
Regulations”.

This program also provided the pepper 
exporters with opportunities to obtain 
more information on the progress of pepper 
industry, both at national and international 
level. During the dialogue session, the pepper 
exporters also expressed their viewpoints 
and ideas to boost the growth of Malaysian 
pepper industry.

Malaysian Pepper Board vision to foresee 
that this type event to engage industry 
players, stakeholders and policy implement 
could potentially attract more participants.

Closing speech by Mr. Grunsin Ayom, Director General of MPB

MPB’s Director General, Mr. Grunsin Ayom presenting 
souvenir to Mr. Tan Sim Kiat, Deputy Director of the Royal 

Malaysian Customs Department
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The Malaysian Pepper Board (MPB) 
pepper cleaning factories churns out 
approximately 7% of by-products 

from the total volume of pepper in 
processing annually. These by-products 
often regarded as waste consisting of 
pepper stalk, dust, pin head and light 
berries are collected and kept in the store 
before being disposed. Research indicated 
that agricultural waste consists of 
cellulose, lignocellulose and lignin which 
have various applications such as fertilizer. 
A team of staff from MPB Research and 
Development Division came up with the 
production of green and low cost activated 
carbon from pepper waste by chemical 
modification at room temperature.

Bags of Pepper 
Activated

Carbon (PAC)

PEPPER ACTIVATED CARBON (PAC)

Pepper Activated Carbon (PAC) has been 
scientifically proven to be an effective 
adsorbent for methylene blue dye and heavy 
metals such as Chromium (III) and Copper 
(II) in aqueous solution in comparison to 
commercial activated carbon. This could be 
attributed to the high porosity of PAC that is 
able to increase adsorption activity. Apart from 
this, biodegradable PAC has also been found 
to be effective as plant growth enhancer 
as well as promoting root production even 
within a week of treatment.

Most of the activated carbon is produced 
from coal, coconut-shell and wood which 
involves conversion process using high 
temperature of approximately 400-800 
0C. This process has greatly increased 
the production cost and carbon dioxide 
emission which contribute to global 
warming. Thus, the production of chemically 
treated pepper waste is carried out at 
room temperature in order  to alleviate 
these problems. Production of PAC involves 
several steps such as grinding, acidification, 
neutralization, cleaning, drying and sieving.
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Effect of PAC on spinach growth Rooting effect of PAC on pepper cuttings

Generally, activated carbon is used for 
water treatment, odour removal, food 
decolourization and oil adsorbent. The 
eco-friendly and low cost PAC offers a 
wide range of applications such as 
adsorbent, dye removal from textiles 
industry and plant growth enhancer. This 
has introduced an alternative activated 
carbon which is comparable with that 
of a commercial activated carbon. The 
transformation of pepper waste to 
activated carbon has increased MPB’s 
value-added product and fulfils the slogan 
“From Waste To Wealth”.

This innovation was presented as a project 
under the Innovative and Creative Circle 
(ICC) entitled Problem of Pepper Waste 
Dumping in MPB to solve the problem 
of pepper waste accumulation in pepper 
store. This project won the first prize 
during the ICC competition at The Ministry 
of Plantation Industries and Commodities 
(MPIC) level on 12 - 13 September 2012 at 
MPIC, Putra Jaya. The project was then 
elevated to represent MPIC to the National 
ICC 2012 competition under technical 
category at Awana Porto Malai Hotel, 
Langkawi on 4 - 8 November 2012.

Capability of PAC as colour adsorbent

Piperine Group Photo (from left to right): Mr.
Wan Ambi, Mr. Sang Jam, Miss Nurasyikin

Abd Rahman (Facilitator), Mr. Philip
Gaweng (Advisor), Mr. Shazat Khan (Team

leader), Mdm. Alisa Jastina, Mdm. Andriana
& Mr. Mohd Khairul Nizam

The first prize won by Piperine Group
at ICC agency level



MALAYSIAN PEPPER BOARD SABAH REGIONAL OFFICE

Malaysian 
Pepper 
B o a r d 

Sabah Regional 
Office was 
established on 3 
September 2012 
and is based in 
Kota Kinabalu, 
Sabah. The main 
objective of the 
Sabah Regional 
Office is to spur the development of the 
pepper industry in Sabah. Towards this end, 
this regional office is initially entrusted with 
the implementation of two development 
projects: Pepper Industry Development 
Programme (PIL) and the New Planting Scheme 
(One Of f).

Those projects involve the provision of farm 
inputs and technical know-how, through 
courses, technology transfer services and farm 
visits to impart 
k n o w l e d g e 
and monitor 
programmes.

Malaysian Pepper Board
Sabah Regional Office

Talks and hands-on activities with farmers
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T he 2nd International Conference on Asia 
Agriculture and Animal (ICAAA 2012) was 
held on 23 - 24 July 2012 at Quality Hotel, 

Balestier, Singapore and sponsored by Asia-Pacific 
Chemical, Biological and Environmental 
Engineering Society (APCBEES).

The main goal of the ICAAA Conference series is 
to provide a forum for laying the foundations 
of a new principle approach to Asia Agriculture 
and Animal. To this end, the meetings were 
organized to attract participants with different 
backgrounds, to foster exchange of and 

Mr. Lau Ee Tiing presenting his paper at the conference

2nd International Conference ON ASIA AGRICULTURE 
AND ANIMAL (ICAAA 2012), BALESTIER, SINGAPORE

cross-fertilization of ideas between 
different research fields, and to expose 
and discuss innovative theories, frameworks, 
methodologies, tools, and applications.

The conference received papers from about 
20 different countries and regions during the 
submission period. There were approximately 
100 papers accepted by the ICAAA reviewers 
and technical program committee made up of 
international experts from all over the world.

Malaysian Pepper Board (MPB) was 
represented by its Research Officer, Mr. Lau 
Ee Tiing. His research paper entitled “Cloning 
and Characterization of Resistance Gene 
Analogues (RGAs) from Piper nigrum L. cv. 
Semongok Aman and Piper colubrinum Link” 
was selected by the ICAAA technical program 
committees for publication in the International 
Journal of Bioscience, Biochemistry and 
Bioinformatics (IJBBB). During the ICAAA 2012 
conference, Mr. Lau was also invited to give an 
oral presentation about his paper and studies 
in session 8, on 24 July 2012.
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LOCAL MARKET

Local pepper market was quiet at the start 
of the second half of 2012. Prices quoted at 

RM15,650/tonne for black pepper and RM24,850/
tonne for white pepper at the beginning of July 
declined slightly as demand weakened following the 
overseas’ sentiment. Prices improved slightly after 
the Eidul Fitri celebration as local exporters and 
traders were in need of materials to cover the year 
end contracts. Pepper market stabilised and almost 
stagnant towards the end of the year with supply 
reportedly thin and hard to obtain. Prices closed 
slightly higher at RM16,300/tonne for black pepper 
and RM25,000/tonne for white pepper at the end 
of 2012.

In 2012, Malaysia has exported a total of 10,588 
tonnes of pepper. The volume consists of 8,481 
tonnes of black pepper and 2,071 tonnes of white 
pepper.

INTERNATIONAL MARKET

Pepper market at the international level showed 
a downward pressure at the beginning of 

second half of 2012. The opening price for black 
pepper was registered at US$7,166/tonne C&F New 
York and for white pepper, it opened at US$9,900/
tonne C&F Rotterdam. Arrivals of new crop from 
Indonesia, Brazil’s new harvest, summer holidays in 
US and Europe together with the start of Ramadan 
season had somewhat influenced the bearish 
situation. Indonesian prices had sharply reduced 
as picking of new berries completed and farmers 
there started to sell for immediate cash in view of 
Eidul Fitri festival. Brazil and Indonesia were the 
cheapest options available at the moment. Despite 
the reduced prices, Vietnam prices remained high 
as farmers there were holding back stocks and not 
influenced by other markets as they were expecting 
prices would go up further.

Pepper market however improved in September 
as prices increased in all origins after the holidays. 
Overseas buyers had returned and were actively 
sourcing to cover their needs for year end shipments 

as stocks in consuming countries were reportedly 
thin. In Lampung, market was active as local prices 
increased. Indonesia was offering competitively on 
ASTA grade. Brazil on the other hand, was actively 
offering their new crops from the delayed harvest 
while Malabar price remained the highest with 
limited trading. Coming to October and November, 
markets were on the quiet side with sporadic 
trading. Overseas buyers were cautious and 
adopted hand-to-mouth buying approach as 
economic uncertainty especially in the Europe 
has halted the buying interest. Pepper market in 
the US was reported inactive due to presidential 
election and the hurricane storm which hit New 
York and New Jersey. Overall pepper market was 
dull at the closing of 2012 with limited activities 
reported as most of the players were closing down 
for holidays in December. Pepper prices closed at 
US$7,165/tonne C&F New York for black pepper and 
US$9,300/tonne C&F Rotterdam for white pepper 
in late December.

MARKET OUTLOOK

With improved financial strength of farmers, 
particularly, in Vietnam the market is most 

likely to head southwards. This is a departure from 
the usually obscure phenomenon of market slide 
of yesteryears in the first quarter. Risks both ways 
should be re-evaluated.

Pepper Market Review
July-December 2012
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PEPPER PRICES FOR LOCAL
AND OVERSEAS MARKET
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PEPPER GRADED &
MALAYSIA PEPPER EXPORT
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Date Visitor

26 February 2012 Intellectual Property Corporation of 
Malaysia (MyIPO) Sarawak

3 July 2012 Marubeni Corporation (Osaka, Japan)

13 July 2012 Terengganu Tengah Development
Authority (Terengganu, Malaysia)

23 July 2012 Lions Club of Sibu Pahlawan
(Sibu, Malaysia)

MPB’s Visitors July - December 2012
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The 10th International Halal Showcase (MIHAS) will be held from 3-6 April 2013 at Kuala Lumpur Convention 
Centre, KLCC. MIHAS is an annual trade fair held at every second quarter of the year in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 
Organized under the auspices of the Malaysian government, MIHAS is hosted by the Ministry of International 
Trade and Industry (MITI) and is organised by the Malaysia External Trade Development Corporation 
(MATRADE). MIHAS 2013 is the focal point for Halal industry stakeholders to experience a wideranging product and 
services selection, outstanding networking and business matching programme, thoughtprovoking trade dialogues 
and seminars, activities by exhibitors as well as product testing and showcases.

Source: www.mihas.com.my

WIPO and the Department of Intellectual Property (DIP) of Thailand will jointly organize the 2013 Worldwide 
Symposium on Geographical Indications, in Bangkok, Thailand, from 27-29 March 2013. The International 
Symposium on Geographical Indications (GI) is organized every two years by WIPO in cooperation with an  
interested Member State. It brings together international experts, representing academia, member states’ 
administrations, GI producers and non-governmental organizations. The Symposium is a forum for the exchange 
of ideas and views on various issues, such as the socio-economic impact of geographical indications, the way 
in which intellectual property may be used in branding strategies for commodities, and the management of 
geographical indications (e.g., the organization of producer groups, traceability and control issues relating 
to the use and protection of geographical indications). The Symposium contributes to the ongoing debate on 
geographical indications at the national and international levels.

Source: www.wipo.int
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