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Kuching Variety ]

PEPPER VARIETY

This is the most widely grown cultivar in the state of Sarawak
and Johore. It has vigorous growth and is high yielding.
However, it is susceptible to many diseases, particulary
Phytophthora Foot Rotf, Black Bemy, Fusardum Wit and
Wrinkle Ledf.

The mean yields of 'Kuching' are 1.7 - 3.4 kg of black pepper
per vine per year. However, yields of 6 - 7 kg black pepper % 7

per vine per year have been obtdned from well o ¢ ' A 4
maintained vines of 3 - 3.5 m height on fertile soils in diseased "
free areas.

This cultivar was derived from breeding work at the
Agriculture Research Cenitre, Semongok near Kuching and
released in 1991, It s @ back-cross hylord obtained by
selection of progenies produced by crossing 'Balancottd'
(an Indian variety) with that of 'Kuching' and back-crossing
a selected hybrid produced with 'Kuching'.

During the eary years of crop production, there are no
marked differences in terms of green bemny vield between

k Emas' and 'Kuching', but the former Is superior
from the third year cnwards. The vield of 'Semongok Emas' is
quite stable whereas that of 'Kuching' tends fo fluctuate
from year to year,

The canopy of ‘Semongok Emas' is not as dense as that of
'Kuching'. This facilitates the picking of fruit spikes. Ripening of
beries is also more even and this allows harvesting fo be
reduced to three rounds instead of five or six for 'Kuching'.

‘Sernongok Emas' is more resistant to black beny disecse. Itis |

clso tolerant to pepper weevil. With respect to wiinkled leaf
disease and root-knot nematodes, this variety has no
advantages over 'Kuching'. "3

The conversion ratfio to white pepper is less than that of Bi
'Kuching' due to the thicker pericam. -
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